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Aim: The primary aim of the Journal is to publish papers 
relevant to the geology of Scotland and adjacent areas 
including the surrounding seas. Papers of general or specialist 
interest as well as short communications, letters to the editor, 
and discussions of earlier papers are welcome, together with 
reviews and thematic sets publishing the results of relevant 
meetings and conferences. Intending authors are invited to 
contact editors should they wish to discuss a project. 

Online presence: The journal is available online as part 
of the Lyell Collection (www.lyellcollection.org) and 
GeoScienceWorld (www.geoscienceworld.org). 

Submission: All contributions must be original. Papers, 
including figures and references should not normally exceed 
12 printed pages. A pdf or Word file of the typescript should be 
sent to the Production Editor: sally.oberst@geolsoc.org.uk.  
No hard copy is required. Joint authors should indicate to 
whom proofs and correspondence should be sent.

Instructions for authors: A pdf of the paper may be 
submitted for review purposes. On acceptance, MS Word 
files of the text, captions and tables are required. Full 
instructions on preparing your paper can be found at  
http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/sjg-authorinfo

Colour: Colour printing incurs extra costs. Colour figures can 
be included in the online pdf at no cost. The same file is used in 
both print and online versions so the colour figure needs to be 
clear when printed in black and white. Estimates of likely costs 
can be obtained from the Production Editor. Please ensure that 
colour files to be printed are saved as CMYK, not RBG.

Foldouts: These will be accepted only after consultation  
with the Editor, and you will be expected to cover the 
additional costs.

Supplementary publication scheme: Detailed material such 
as locality lists and analytical data, will be made available 
as Supplementary Publications. These files are hosted on the 
Geological Society of London website. Acceptable formats for 
the online repository are: .rtf, .csv, .gif and .pdf (for figures). 

Maximum size is 20 MB per paper (can be zipped  
if necessary).

Offprints/pdfs may be ordered on the form provided at proof 
stage. You will be given free access to 50 downloads once the 
issue is online; details will be sent directly to the author at the 
time of publication.

Open Access publishing: Articles can be fully Open Access 
(Gold Open Access) on payment of an Article Processing 
Charge (£1000/$2000). More information can be found at 
www.geolsoc.org.uk/open-access.

If you require Open Access but cannot pay the APC, the 
Geological Society also supports ‘Green Open Access’,  
where you can post your final post-refereed version of the 
article to a website or repository 12 months after the online 
publication date. 

Authors must not post a typeset proof or final version to any 
website or repository unless the article is fully Open Access.

Ownership: The Scottish Journal of Geology is the  
joint property of the Geological Society of Glasgow and 
the Edinburgh Geological Society. Queries regarding 
copyright and licensing should be directed to the 
secretaries of the Societies. On acceptance, authors will 
be expected to grant a license to publish and to accept the 
terms and conditions of use: http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/
author_terms
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Sally Oberst (sally.oberst@geolsoc.org.uk).
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Front cover illustration

An artistic reconstruction of the ichthyosaur Dearcmhara 
shawcrossi, the first extinct marine reptile named from Scotland. 
Dearcmhara was about 4m long and was a predator that prowled 
the oceans and lagoons of Middle Jurassic Scotland, approximately 

170 million years ago. Its fossils were found on Skye by collector 
Brian Shawcross, donated to the Hunterian Museum in Glasgow, 
and described in this issue, Scottish Journal of Geology, 51, 00-00. 
Artwork by Todd Marshall.
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